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DAN AND JEN JOHNSON OF 
VALLEY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
BUILD MORE THAN JUST HOUSES. 

THE FOUNDATION OF THIS PROJECT 
BEGAN BY FORMING A SOLID RELATIONSHIP 

BASED ON TRUST AND COMMUNICATION, 
WHICH LED TO A SEAMLESS HOME 

BUILD FROM START TO FINISH. Continued on page 36
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Black ribbed steel (Havelock Metal Co.) is punctuated with accents 
of natural cedar. Cantilevered window seats provide function on 
the interior and visual interest on the exterior. BELOW: The main 
entrance is defined by cedar cladding and welcoming front porch.

ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 1 9   |  3534  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 1 9

home & builder



WWhen she was just eight years old, the homeowner recalls sketching 
out a property with a tree-lined drive. Today, their new Scandi-inspired 
abode sits in a meadow at the end of a country lane, bordered with 
mature maples. 

As avid outdoor enthusiasts, she and her partner, along with their 
two children, can step out the door, strap on their snowshoes or cross 
country skis and head out across the field to appreciate the surrounding 
landscape. They enjoy the privacy the property offers. It’s a peaceful 
retreat from the busyness of everyday life. 

Aside from her childhood memory of a country lane speckled with 
trees, her only wish in the construction of a new home was a large 
and functional mudroom. On the other end of the spectrum was her 
partner, who fully immersed himself in the design/build process, and 
it was primarily his vision that was brought to life by Valley Home 
Improvements. Even though they love their new home and wouldn’t 
change a thing, he enjoyed the process so much that he would do it 
again tomorrow, he says. Continued on page 39

The thoughtful integration of 
natural wood elements on the 
range hood chimney and island 
countertop warms up the crisp lines 
of the all-white kitchen. ABOVE: 
The principal suite is situated in 
a private wing of the home and 
accessed by a light-filled corridor. 
RIGHT: White canvas walls provide 
the negative space required to truly 
appreciate the large and colourful 
original painting. 

The combination of a statement light fixture 
and cow-hide rug create definition for the 
dining area. A two-storey wall of windows 
connects the open-concept living space 
with the outdoors. 
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THE PLANNING
The couple spent a lot of time planning the 
layout of their new home and would outline 
the floor plan on site using stones and cedar 
rails to help visualize the space. They would 
bring dinner and folding chairs to test out 
the location and adjust as required until 
they had the home positioned just right to 
optimize the surrounding views and natural 
light. In September 2016, they were ready to 
start digging. 

Thinking about the long term, accessibility 
was also taken into account. The doors and 
hallways are wider than standard and the 
polished concrete floors (Extreme Linings 
and Coatings) throughout the main level 
continue into the en suite where they slope 
slightly to the shower drain for a seamless 
integration and eliminate the need for a 
threshold, which is a common barrier to 
accessibility. 

BELOW: A custom live-edge window seat in the 
open-concept living space. RIGHT: The homeowner 
made these simple wooden wall-hung boxes to provide 
open storage and shelving, taking the focus off of the 
television. BOTTOM: The family dogs enjoy lounging in 
front of the large wood-burning stove.  

The subdued nature of heated, polished concrete 
floors, white walls (Chantilly Lace, by Benjamin 
Moore) allow the accents of reclaimed wood, custom 
art and photography and pops of colour to make a 
strong presence.  

Continued on page 40

Chantilly Lace 
OC-65

38  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 1 9 ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 1 9   |  39

home & builder



THE INSPIRATION
When asked about their minimalist aesthetic in regards to their 
approach to living and design, they replied “it wasn’t an intentional 
decision, it’s just who we are.” The simple and calming design is 
synonymous with Scandinavian living, of which there is a strong 
connection – she was born in Sweden and moved to Canada as a young 
child and her father worked for Ikea his entire career. 

Simple, functional and beautiful design using quality materials 
and superior craftsmanship were the basis for the design and build of 
their home. Such is evident in the handcrafted custom woodworking 
by the homeowner (there’s at least one of his projects in each room), 
the one-of-a-kind spindle-back chair by esteemed and award-winning 
Canadian craftsman and furniture designer Jonathan Otter of Nova 
Scotia, and the authentic Eames rocking chairs from Herman Miller. 

The crisp shape of the 
freestanding soaker tub is 
harmonious with the architecture 
and design of the home.  

Continued on page 42

The simple and functional principal bedroom has access 
to the patio and covered deck at the back of the home. 
BOTTOM LEFT: A surface sliding door saves space on 
the entrance to the en suite. BOTTOM RIGHT: A custom 
wall mounted vanity by the homeowner maintains the 
light and airy vibe. 

POSTECH GREY BRUCE 
grey-bruce@postech-foundations.com
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Collingwood • Markdale • Owen Sound • Durham
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THE PROCESS
The homeowners were thrilled with the entire experience, especially 
after witnessing friends go through nightmare builds. They often 
couldn’t believe how efficient and purposeful the process was 
unfolding, and at times felt naive that it could be so easy. They want 
people to know that it is possible to venture into a new build and enjoy 
the experience and credit the knowledge and experience of Valley 
Home Improvements for making it happen. 

Jen says that the project was a pleasure and the process went 
smoothly as the homeowners had realistic expectations and put their 
trust in VHI to get the job done. 

THE CHALLENGE
Due to the setting, Mother Nature proved to be the most challenging 

aspect of the project. High winds prevail on the hilltop and when 
cladding the roof and exterior of the home with sheets of modern, 
black-ribbed steel (Havelock Metal Co.), the install had to be 
strategically scheduled on days the wind was less insistent.

When cosied up by the woodstove (Chantico Fireplace Gallery) 
in the great room, triple pane windows (Van Dolder’s Custom 
Exteriors) and good insulation keep the elements out when the wind 
is raging. Radiant heat keeps the concrete floors always warm in the 
colder months (Sandy Hamilton Plumbing & Heating Inc.). 

Continued on page 44

A window bench view of the meadow beyond. 
ABOVE: The glass shield (in lieu of a shower 
curtain) on the white penny-round tiled tub/
shower in the kids’ bath maintains the open 
and bright aesthetic. RIGHT: Custom details 
in the bedroom include the bench, bed, wall 
unit, wooden wall hooks and the climbing wall 
to the hideaway. 

We specialize in concrete floor coatings, decorative concrete resurfacing, custom concrete  
diamond polishing and more. Whether it be your garage or shop floor, large agricultural 

or industrial equipment, we professionally apply the products to protect them all!  

Has your concrete, flooring, pool, or deck become unsightly, old and damaged?
Extreme Linings and Coatings can provide

519-375-6586  extremelac.com

Coatings • Linings • Resurfacing • Garage Flooring 
Protective Polyurethane Coatings • Home or Office Flooring

Concrete Overlays • Agricultural Equipment Coatings
Decorative Concrete Resurfacing • Industrial Coating

519.924.0025
valleyhomeimprovements.ca

Valley Home Improvements offers reliable, quality workmanship  
for any budget. After years of experience, from building decks  

to building homes, we’ve acquired the knowledge and skills  
to tackle any home renovation. Big or small.

Planning to renovate? Feeling overwhelmed? 
Give us a call.  

We’ll be happy to sit down with you and discuss your options.

Residential Construction  •  Project Management
Kitchen & Bathrooms  •  Additions & Garages
Siding, Soffit & Fascia  •  Renovations & More

All the expertise 
you need,

under one roof.
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